
Town of Rockport 
 Plastics By-Laws 

 
Plastic Water Bottle Reduction 

Effective Date: June 1, 2022 
 

CHAPTER 14 - ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AND PUBLIC HEALTH 
 
F. Single Use Plastics Prohibition  

 
5. Plastic Water Bottle Reduction   (Effective June 1, 2022) 

A. Purpose and Intent 
 
The use and disposal of single-use plastic water bottles has significant negative impacts 
on the marine and land environment, including but not limited to: 

1. Contributing to the plastic pollution of the land environment, waterways, and 
oceans 

2. Contributing to the harm and premature death of marine animals through 
ingestion 

3. Posing a health risk to humans through the leaching of chemicals, such as 
phthalates, known hormone disruptors, from plastic bottles into drinking water 

4. Requiring the use of 17 million gallons of oil nationally every year for their 
manufacture 

The Town of Rockport has a duty to protect the natural environment, the economy, and 
the health of its citizens. This Bylaw aims to uphold these duties by prohibiting the sale 
and distribution of single-use plastic water bottles within the Town of Rockport.  

 

B. Definitions   
 
BIODEGRADABLE MATERIALS: Paper, bagasse or cellulose. 

COMPOSTABLE:  Refers to bioplastic or other materials certified to meet the American 
Society for Testing and Materials International Standards D6400 or D6868, as those 
standards may be amended. ASTM D6400 is the specification for plastics designed for 
compostability in municipal or industrial aerobic composting facilities. D6868 is the 
specification for aerobic compostability of plastics used as coatings on a compostable 
substrate. Compostable materials shall also include products that conform to ASTM or 
other third-party standards for home composting. Any compostable product must be 
clearly labeled with the applicable standard on the product. 

 



C. Use Regulations 
 
It shall be unlawful to sell non-sparkling, unflavored drinking water in single-serving 
bottles containing plastic, including, but not limited to polyethylene terephthalate (PET) 
bottles, of 1 liter (34 ounces) or less in the Town of Rockport on or after January 1, 2021, 
unless such bottles are made of 100% COMPOSTABLE materials or at least 50% 
BIODEGRADABLE MATERIALS. 

  

D. Exemptions for Emergencies 
 
Sales occurring subsequent to a declaration of an emergency adversely affecting the 
availability and/or quality of drinking water to Rockport residents by the Emergency 
Management Director or other duly-authorized Town, Commonwealth, or United States 
official shall be exempt from this Bylaw until seven days after such declaration has 
ended. 

 

E. Administration and Enforcement 
 
Enforcement of this Bylaw shall be the responsibility of the Board of Health or its Agent. 

Any establishment conducting sales in violation of this Bylaw shall be subject to the 
following penalties: 

i. A warning for the first offense 
ii. $100.00 for the second offense 

iii. $200.00 for the third offense and each subsequent offense. 
  Each day or portion thereof shall constitute a separate offense.  

 All fines shall be payable to the Town of Rockport.  

 

F.  Severability 

If any provision or section of this By-law shall be held to be invalid, then such provision 
or section shall be considered separately and apart from the remaining provisions or 
sections of this by-law, which shall remain in full force and effect.  

 

 

 

For more information, please visit the Rockport Board of Health webpage: 
RockportMA.gov/board-health/pages/plastics-laws 


