
 

 Town of Rockport, Massachusetts 
34 Broadway 

Rockport, MA 01966 
 

The Town of Rockport does not discriminate on the basis of age, race, sex, religion, sexual orientation, national origin, 
gender identity, pregnancy or pregnancy-related conditions, color, or disability in accordance with applicable laws and 

regulations. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Statement from the Town of Rockport on 33 Phillips Ave. Atlantic Path Agreement 

 

 

After discussion and negotiations with the owners of 33-37 Phillips Ave., the Board of 
Selectmen and Rights of Way Committee announce a permanent, deeded easement over these 
two properties to ensure that the Atlantic Path remains open for all to use in perpetuity.  Prior to 
this agreement, no legal right of use existed for 33 Phillips Ave., which jeopardized the continuity 
of the Atlantic Path.  John & Louise MacMillan, owners of the property, worked with the Town to 
create this deeded easement as a gift to the Town.  Access across the property will move to the 
area below the vegetated portion and the Town is working closely with the Macmillan’s to provide 
directional signage and make physical improvements to the new pathway that will improve 
accessibility for users.  Please note that the markings currently painted do not depict the exact 
location of the new path.  With this agreement, users are asked to walk below the upper vegetated 
area.  While this agreement changes the location of the path on this parcel, it ensures that the 
Atlantic Path will not be closed off due to lack of legal access.  "We believe this agreement is in 
the best interests of the Town and all users of the Atlantic Path, even if it is different from what has 
been there previously," said Ross Brackett, Chair of the Board.  The Rights of Way Committee 
has been part of the executive sessions with the Board of Selectmen and Town Counsel on this 
matter and also recognizes the importance of this agreement. "Ensuring continued access over 
this property is important for the Atlantic Path and while it is not the historical route, the continued 
access over this property is critical and that is the priority." said Nathan Ives, Chair of the Rights of 
Way Committee.  "We appreciate the Macmillan family working with the Town to preserve access 
to the Atlantic Path in perpetuity and are pleased to be moving forward with a sustainable and 
legal access point in the form of this gift," said Sarah Wilkinson, Vice Chair of the Board of 
Selectmen and one of the Town's representatives in talks with the property owners.  
 

The Town will be working with the Macmillan’s to mark the correct path area and will seek 
approval for the placement of stones to minimize some height gaps.  Users of the path are to 
traverse the property over the lower level rocks instead of the upper vegetated area. 
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