
* Building Permit Application for change in foot print or change in number of rooms. Per Board of Health meeting 5/27/08 
  

Building Permit 
Application* 

Received 

Calculate number of 
bedrooms: # rooms 

divided by 2, 
 round down. (Title 5 

definition of bedroom) 

Is  
there an 

increase in 
the # of 

bedrooms? 

YES 

NO 

“New 
Construction” 
septic system 

needed. 

YES 
 

9 or more 
rooms 

proposed? 
 

YES

NO 

Is  
the foot 

print of the 
house 

changing? 

YES

NO 

Is  
there an 

increase in 
the # of 

bedrooms? 

Determine if setbacks 
are met: cellar wall to 
septic tank (10’), to 

leach area (20’).  Slab 
foundation to tank or 

leach area (10’) 

Review BOH file for 
septic plan, permit, or 

inspection report.  
Confirm information 

with applicant. 

NO 

YES 
Is more 

info needed 
re: septic & 

addition 
separation? 

YES Appropriate 
professional 
drawing to 

scale is needed. 

NO

Are 
setbacks 

btw septic 
& dwelling 

met? 

YESHealth Agent 
signs building 

permit 
application 

NO
“LUA” or 

variance from 
Agent or BOH 

is needed 

NO

YES
Has the 
septic 

failed or is 
it under 
orders? 

Septic must be 
upgraded 

before permit 
issued.

NO YES 

Is  
there an 

increase in 
the # of 
rooms? 

Possible 
cesspool 
 or non-

conforming 
system? 

NO

Property owner to hire 
Title 5 Inspector to 

conduct official 
inspection and to 

submit report to BOH 
for review by Agent. 

Owner to hire 
Installer to install 
septic tank (unless 

waived).  

PASS

FAIL

Rockport Board of Health  
Review of Building Permit Applications for 

Dwellings on a Septic System  
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