
           FEE $ 125.00 
THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

TOWN OF ROCKPORT 

APPLICATION FOR LICENSE 
NO.      (GENERAL)   Date   
 

 

TO THE LICENSING AUTHORITY: 

 
The undersigned hereby applies for a License in accordance with the provisions of the statutes r elating thereto 

 

(Full name of person, firm or corporation making application) 

 

 

To Entertainment License to have 1) dancing by patrons, 2) dancing by entertainers or 

performers,3) recorded or live music, 4) the use of an amplification system, 5) a theatrical 

exhibition, play, or moving picture show, 6) a floor show of any description, 7) a light show of 

any description or 8) any other dynamic audio or visual show whether live or recorded. 

At   

  

in said Town of  Rockport 

            

In accordance with the rules and regulations made under authority of said Statues. 

I certify under the penalties of perjury that I, to my best knowledge and belief, have filed all state tax 

returns and paid all taxes required under law. 

 

 

      
  *Signature of Individual        By: Corporate Officer 

  or Corporate Name (Mandatory)       (Mandatory, if Applicable) 

 

 

              
  **Social Security #(Voluntary)       Telephone 

  or Federal Identification Number 

 

* This license will not be issued unless this certification clause is signed by the applicant. 

 

** Your social security number will be furnished to the Massachusetts Department of Revenue to determine whether 

you have met tax filing or tax payment obligations. Licensees who fail to correct their non-filing of delinquency will be 

subject to license suspension or revocation. This request is made under the authority of Mass. G.L. c. 62C s. 49A. 

 

Please submit payment to: Board of Selectmen, 34 Broadway, Rockport, MA 01966 

 

Received    20  
             Signature of Applicant 

A.M.           

Hour                       
P.M.  

         
Address 

     

     
 

Approved    20   License Granted      20  

 

STATE 
CLEARLY 

PURPOSE FOR 

WHICH 
LICENSE IS 

REQUESTED 

 
 

 

 
GIVE 

LOCATION BY 

STREET AND 

NUMBER 
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Town of Rockport  
Board of Selectmen  

Entertainment Regulations  

4/23/02 

Revised: 8/11/15 

I. Scope of Regulation. No person holding or required to hold a common 

victualler or innkeeper's license shall provide entertainment inside or out of doors, until the 

owner, lessee or operator of such facility shall obtain a license from the Board of Selectmen. 

II. Procedure. 

A.  The application for such license shall be in writing and shall state the type of 

entertainment sought to be licensed and shall state whether such public show will include: 

(1)  dancing by patrons, 

(2)  dancing by entertainers or performers, 

(3)  recorded or live music, 

(4)  the use of an amplification system, 

(5)  a theatrical exhibition, play, or moving picture show, 

(6)  a floor show of any description; 

(7)  a light show of any description, or 

(8)  any other dynamic audio or visual show, whether live or recorded. 

B.  Within forty-five days following receipt of an application for a license under 

this section, the Board of Selectmen may: 

(1)  grant a license or, 

(2)  shall provide the opportunity for a hearing on the application by written notice to      

     the applicant given seven days prior to the hearing date. 

C.  Within thirty days next following the final date of such opportunity for a hearing 

the licensing authorities shall: 

(1)   grant the license or, 

(2)    deliver to the applicant a written notice denying the license and stating in writing            

 the reasons for such denial. 

D.  No application having been denied as aforesaid and no similar application 

thereto may be filed within one year of said denial except in the discretion of the Board of 

Selectmen. 

E.  The licensing authorities shall grant a license under this section unless they find 

that the license, taken alone or in combination with other licensed activities on the premises, 

would adversely affect the public health, safety or order, in that proposed entertainment cannot 

be conducted in a manner so as to: 
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(1)  protect employees, patrons, and members of the public inside or outside the premises 

from disruptive conduct, from criminal activity, or from health, safety or fire hazards; 

(2)  prevent an unreasonable increase in the level of noise in the area caused by the 

licensed activity or caused by patrons entering or leaving the premises; or 

(3)  prevent an unreasonable increase in the level of pedestrian or vehicular traffic in the 

area of the premises or an unreasonable increase in the number of vehicles to be parked in 

the area of the premises. 

F.  The Selectmen will set fees and issue an entertainment license every year and may 

impose such conditions and restrictions on the license as they deem to be in the public interest. 

G.  The Selectmen may modify, suspend or revoke a license granted pursuant to the 

provisions of this section after providing an opportunity for a hearing preceded by a written notice 

to the licensee ten days prior to the hearing date. The licensing authorities may not modify, suspend 

or revoke such license unless they find that the license, taken alone or in combination with other 

licensed activities on the premises, has adversely affected the public health, safety or order as stated 

in the preceding paragraph. In any case in which the licensing authorities modify, suspend or revoke 

a license, they shall notify the licensee in writing of such action and said written notice shall be 

accompanied by a statement of reasons. 

H.  A license issued under this section, unless sooner revoked, shall expire on December 

thirty-first of each year. The fee for any such license or for any renewal thereof shall not exceed one 

hundred dollars. 

III. Conditions Applicable to All Licenses 

A. Out of doors entertainment. The maximum duration of an out of doors event with 

music shall not exceed five (5) hours. All out of doors events with music shall terminate no later 

than 10:00 p.m.  

B. Special permits for license holders, who request out of doors music later than 10:00 

p.m. may be issued by the Board of Selectmen in their sole discretion, provided the request is 

received 60 days prior to the event setting forth the reasons for the request and all steps being taken 

by the licensee to minimize noise impacts on the neighborhood. The Selectmen may issue a special 

permit for outdoor music after 10:00 p.m. if they determine that extending the time after 10:00 p.m. 

will not be detrimental to the neighborhood. 

IV.  Enforcement 

A.    The Police Department has the authority to .determine if the out of doors entertainment 

is too loud. If the Police Department determines that the volume of the entertainment is too loud, the 

licensee shall comply with any police direction regarding decreasing the volume. If the police return 
to one event two times or more, the police shall have the authority to terminate the entertainment. If 

the police department terminates the entertainment, the Board of Selectmen shall conduct a hearing 

to pursuant to Paragraph II., G. of these regulations to consider modification, suspension or 

revocation of the license. 
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B.  If an abutter wishes to file a complaint against a licensee, they must submit their 

complaint to the Town Administrator within twenty days after the function. The Town 

Administrator shall investigate the complaint and provide his findings to both parties. 

Furthermore, the Town Administrator may refer the matter to the Board of Selectmen to conduct 

as hearing pursuant to Paragraph II., G. of these regulations to consider modification, suspension 

or revocation of the license. 

V. Definitions. 

Music. The term "music" shall include but not be limited to live music performed by an 

artist or collection of artists or performers, recorded music played by a disc jockey or recorded 

music played by anyone. 

Abutter. The term "abutter" shall have the same meaning as that term is used.in G.L. c. 

40A. 

Out of doors. The term "out of doors" shall mean an activity occurring outside of a 

building including any activity that occurs in 
.
or under a tent, awning or similar temporary 

structure. 

Building. A structure enclosed within exterior walls or fire walls, built, erected and 

framed in a combination of any materials, whether portable or fixed having a roof, to form a 

structure for the shelter of persons, animals or property. For the purposes of this definition,     

"roof "shall include an awning or similar covering, whether or not permanent in nature. 

Entertainment. Any concert, dance, musical or theatrical performance, exhibition, 

cabaret or show of any description, wedding reception, private party or similar event where there 

will be dancing by patrons, or dancing by entertainers or performers, or recorded or live music, or 

the use of an amplification system, or a theatrical exhibition, play, or moving picture show, or a 

floor show of any description, or a light show of any description, or any other dynamic audio or 

visual show, whether live or recorded. 

VI. Other Applicable Laws 

The issuance of an entertainment license does not imply that location of the proposed 

entertainment is allowed under the Rockport Zoning By-law or that other licenses or permits are 

not required. Each applicant is responsible for determining that they are in compliance with all 

applicable laws, by-laws, rules and regulations. 

















 


