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The “stretch code” is an optional appendix to the Massachusetts building energy code that allows cities 
and towns to choose a more energy efficient option.  This option increases the efficiency requirements 
for all new residential and many new commercial buildings in any municipality that adopts it.   

The stretch code is somewhat different from the existing base energy code? The stretch code appendix 
offers a streamlined and cost effective route to achieving approximately 20% better energy efficiency in 
new residential and commercial buildings than is required by the base energy code. This is largely 
achieved by moving to a performance-based code, where developers are required to design buildings so 
as to reduce energy use by a given percentage below base code, rather than being required to install 
specific efficiency measures.  Developers have flexibility to choose cost effective and appropriately  

The stretch code allows municipalities to take meaningful action on energy use and climate change; it 
will yield significant cost savings for local residents and businesses. 


