BOARD OF SELECTMEN Meeting















Interview of Gerard Boyle for Insurance Committee 
No Vote Taken



Interview of Joseph Carroll for Insurance Committee
No Vote Taken



Alcohol License Hearing, My Place by the Sea, seasonal to year round
Motion Approved















Tuesday, February 9, 2016

A meeting of the Rockport Board of Selectmen was held at 7pm on Tuesday, February 9, 2016 in Conference Room A in Town Hall with four selectpersons, the Town Administrator and the Asst. Town Administrator; Selectperson Murphy was not in attendance.


7:00	Meeting Called to Order 

	Pledge of Allegiance and Moment of Silence

Interview of Gerard Boyle for the Insurance Committee:  Selectperson Wilkinson nominated Gerard Boyle to the Insurance Committee for a two and one half year term to expire on June 30, 2018, seconded by Selectperson Sheedy; no vote taken.  G. Boyle said he has been a permanent Rockport resident for about 1-1/2 years; he has been in town for over 10 years on a part time basis.  He said he has been in the insurance industry for 38 years.

Interview of Joseph Carroll for the Insurance Committee:  Selectperson Sheedy nominated Joseph Carroll to the Insurance Committee for a two and one half year term to expire on June 30, 2018, Selectperson Wilkinson seconded, no vote taken.  J. Carroll said he moved to Rockport 3-1/2 years ago, and has been in the insurance industry since 1982.  He works for Eastern Insurance; they handle personal and commercial insurance.


Alcohol License Hearing – Change from Seasonal to Year Round:  Selectperson Wilkinson moved that the Board of Selectmen open a Public Hearing for a change of alcohol license from seasonal to year-round on the application of My Place by the Sea at 68 Bearskin Neck, Selectperson Sheedy seconded, Vote:  3-0.  Selectperson Lucas abstained and left the table to sit in the audience for the discussion and vote.

Barbara Stavropoulos from My Place by the Sea said she has thought about this change for a while.  She said people often ask about their hours of operation; so they are now applying for year round.  Selectperson Sheedy said she is in favor of year round restaurants.  

Jim Tabner was presenting as well.  He said he was responsible for the original seasonal application ten years ago.   He said this is a bar that serves a restaurant.

Selectperson Wilkinson said she wanted to be sure that the number of hours will fulfill the year round license.  She said we want to be sure they are set up for success.

Kathy Milbury, My Place by the Sea, said there is really nothing else open in town right now.  That is why they decided to go for a year round license.

T. Arsenian, 95 Granite Street, said the agenda for tonight’s meeting isn’t clear; it doesn’t specify the name of the establishments being discussed.  He said if you’re going to change the rules substantially, public notice and public hearings are necessary.

P. Beachum, said four other restaurants are going to be applying for this as well.  He said we need to be sure the state law is consistent with what we think it is; there may be a difference of opinion.

Selectperson Sheedy said the rules currently allow patrons to go into a restaurant; you do not need to sit at a table or a stool, you can order a drink, but you must be in a restaurant.  That is the law now; that has been signed by Governor Baker.  What is coming up for the ballot now is whether the liquor licenses can be only beer or wine not just all alcohol, right now we have only all alcohol.  When patrons order a drink the restaurant has to be open and ready to serve food.  Selectperson Wilkinson recommended the Board of Selectmen hold a workshop on this subject.

Alcohol License hearing 
Continued







Close the Alcohol Hearing – 
Motion Approved

Approve My Place by the Sea change from seasonal to year round alcohol lic. 
Motion Approved

Approval of 1/19/16 Minutes
Motion Approved

Approval of 1/26/16 Minutes
Motion Approved


Approval of 1/29/16 Minutes
Motion Approved







Selectmen Updates and Liaison Reports









Public Comment Period



























Cathleen Cahill, 3 Mt. Pleasant St., said she is in favor of this; it will enhance the winter months.  

Selectperson Sheedy moved that the Board of Selectmen close the hearing, Selectperson              Wilkinson seconded, Vote:  3-0; Selectperson Lucas abstained.

Selectperson Wilkinson moved that the Board of Selectmen approve My Place by the Sea’s application for a change of alcohol license from seasonal to year-round, Selectperson Sheedy seconded, Vote:  3-0; Selectperson Lucas abstained.
	

Minutes of January 19, 2016:  Selectperson Lucas moved that the Board of Selectmen approve the minutes of January 19, 2016, Selectperson Wilkinson seconded, Vote:  4-0.  

Minutes of January 26, 2016:  Selectperson Wilkinson moved that the Board of Selectmen approve the minutes of January 26, 2016, Selectperson Sheedy seconded, Vote:  4-0.

Minutes of January 29, 2016:  Selectperson Wilkinson moved that the Board of Selectmen approve the minutes of January 29, 2016, Selectperson Lucas seconded, Vote:  3-0, Selectperson Sheedy abstained as she was not present on 1/29/16.  This was the meeting on the Operating and Capital Budget approval held at the Superior Court in Lawrence; public notice requirements necessitated that the earliest the meeting could be held was at 1pm on Friday.  Chairperson Battistelli read the draft minutes.


Selectmen Updates and Liaison Reports:  Chairperson Battistelli spoke about the Conservation Commission meeting she attended; she said two items on the agenda related to the MBTA.  One issue was the installation of mono poles; that would be installed in the Rockport vicinity to send signals to trains to avoid collisions.  The second was the issue of the items temporarily placed on MBTA property but in a buffer zone; all that material has been removed.  E. Battistelli said a representative from the MBTA was at the Conservation Committee meeting; a meeting before the Board of Selectmen on the power upgrade will be scheduled.

Public Comment Period:  T. Arsenian, said at a recent Finance Committee meeting he spoke to Jim Gardner and Joe Parisi, the DPW FY ’17 cuts were discussed.  He said one of the cuts was the elimination of a part time position $13,000; it was not a benefitted position.  One of the roles of this individual is selling stickers in Town Hall; he said J. Parisi was not happy with this elimination.  He said the DPW is looking at who could administer the sticker sales; he said he is not in favor of eliminating this position.  Chairperson Battistelli said there will still be an opportunity to buy stickers in person at Town Hall; we will not be 100% computer based.


C. Cahill said she likes the availability of purchasing stickers on line.



	Town Administrator’s Report:      

Town Administrator’s Report






















Action List:

Close Special & Annual Town Meeting Warrants, Motion Approved


Approve & Sign Presidential Primary Warrant, 
Motion Approved

Acceptance of Council on Aging Resignation
Motion Approved

140 Long Beach Lease – Change of Address
Motion Approved




Alcohol License DBA change –
Motion Approved







Lobster Pool Entertainment License
No Vote Taken






· Article Q (zoning by-law) has been extended by the Attorney General’s office for another 30 days.
· Comcast utility:  Comcast is putting a line across public property; from one building that they didn’t own to another building that had a new resident; she said she is looking into this.  She may request that they come before the board for an easement.
· There are three requested articles in the Annual Town Warrant that require government and by-law committee review, and the same as the insurance committee, we need members; we have 2-3 members now.  The Town Moderator, Finance Committee Chair and Board of Selectmen Chair, appoints them.  The Town Administrator said she would like to invite them to an upcoming Board of Selectmen meeting.
· A Long Beach resident has requested that the Board of Selectmen consider allowing them to pay the rent two times per year.  The Town Administrator said it can be five months between payments because six months is over the next fiscal year; it would require a two sentence amendment to the lease.  
· The FY 17 budget and budget message is in the hands of the Finance Committee.


8:10	Action List

Close the Special & Annual Town Meeting Warrants:  Selectperson Wilkinson moved that the Board of Selectmen close the April 2, 2016 Special and Annual Town Meeting Warrants, Selectperson Sheedy seconded, Vote:  4-0.

Approve and Sign Presidential Primary Warrant:  Selectperson Lucas moved that the Board of Selectmen approve and sign the warrant for the Presidential Primary to be held on Tuesday, March 1, 2016, Selectperson Wilkinson seconded, Vote:  4-0.  

Acceptance of Council on Aging Resignation:  Selectperson Wilkinson moved that the Board of Selectmen accept the resignation of Gilbert McCarthy from the Council on Aging effective immediately, Selectperson Sheedy seconded, Vote:  4-0.

140 Long Beach Lease – Change of Address:  Selectperson Sheedy moved that the Board of Selectmen approve and sign a lease for 140 Long Beach with Susann E. Mitchell, George P. Doig and Stephen G. Doig to reflect a change of address, Selectperson Wilkinson seconded, Vote:  4-0.

Alcohol License DBA Change:  Selectperson Wilkinson moved that the Board of Selectmen approve MHG Rockport LLC DBA change from The Grand Café at the Emerson Inn by the Sea to Pigeon Cove Tavern at the Emerson Inn, Selectperson Sheedy seconded, Vote:  4-0.  Jesse Henry, from the Emerson Inn, said they are in the process of refurbishing, painting/carpeting, some work is going on the exterior of the building (decks, etc.) cleaning up the dining areas as well as changing the name.  They are planning an early to mid-May opening.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Lobster Pool Entertainment License:  Selectperson Lucas moved that the Board of Selectmen approve and sign an Entertainment License for The Lobster Pool Restaurant, Selectperson Sheedy seconded.  Nancy Muise, 322 Granite St., almost an abutter, said the Lobster Pool has loud speakers outside their building from 11am to 9 or 10PM and neighbors listen to the announcement of numbers.  It was decided that the boar should circle back and the board should discuss entertainment and alcohol licenses.  There were questions about this request.  No vote was taken; more information is necessary.  The address of The Lobster Pool is at 329 Granite St.




Entertainment
License 
Emerson Inn
Motion Approved


Temporary MoA with Local 154 Patrol Officer’s Union
Motion Approved



Temporary MoA with Local 154A Sergeants Union
Motion Approved




Emerson Inn Entertainment License:  Selectperson Sheedy moved that the Board of Selectmen approve and sign an Entertainment License for the Emerson Inn, Selectperson Wilkinson seconded, Vote:  4-0.  This is a renewal, indoor acoustic guitar at night usually.

Temporary MoA with Local 154 Patrol Officers Union:  Selectperson Sheedy moved that the Board of Selectmen approve and sign a temporary Memorandum of Agreement with Local 154 Patrol Officers Union from February 1, 2016 to June 30, 2016, Selectperson Lucas seconded, Vote:  4-0.  The Asst. Town Administrator said the contracts are a bit restrictive regarding the use of time off that is allotted.  They met with the unions last week, the unions have agreed to provide some flexibility so staff can enjoy some vacation time between now and 6/30/16.  It was recommended that a thank you memo be sent to the unions from the Board of Selectmen to acknowledge their cooperation on this issue.

Temporary MoA with Local 154A Sergeants Union:  Selectperson Wilkinson moved that the Board of Selectmen approve and sign a temporary Memorandum of Agreement with Local 154A Sergeants Union for contract modifications from February 1, 2016 to June 30, 2016, Selectperson Sheedy seconded, Vote:  4-0.


8:17	Selectperson Lucas moved to adjourn, Selectperson Sheedy seconded, Vote:  4-0.


Items Signed:
ABCC My Place by the Sea
Common Victualler’s License, My Place by the Sea
Pigeon Cove Tavern at the Emerson Inn, ABCC
Common Victualler’s License, Pigeon Cove Tavern at the Emerson Inn
Pigeon Cove Tavern at the Emerson Inn, Entertainment License
Temporary Contract with Local Patrolman’s Union 154
Temporary Contract with Sergeants Union 154A
Lease Agreement, 140 Long Beach
Warrant for Presidential Primary
Sally Webster Inn – Innholder’s License
Pleasant Street Inn – Innholder’s License
Common Victualler’s License, Pigeon Cove Tavern at the Emerson Inn
Common Victualler’s License, Bean & Leaf Café
Common Victualler’s License, Heath’s Tea Room
Common Victualler’s License, The Lobster Pool
Common Victualler’s License, Eliza’s Top Dog
Common Victualler’s License, Blue Lobster Grille
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