
 

 

BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING 
  May 27, 2014 – 6:30 PM 

Rockport Town Hall Annex 

 

Present: Board members Dr. Sydney Wedmore, Dr. Russell Sandfield, Richard Meringer and 

Health Agent Leslie Whelan, Mitch Vieira, Assistant Town Administrator.  

6:30 PM: Meeting called to order. 

Minutes to the April 22, 2014 Meeting: Mr. Meringer moved to accept; Dr. Sandfield seconded 

and it was voted unanimously.  

Community Concerns:  

1. 129 Granite Street: Alan Battistelli, representing property owner Ron Roma in a request 

to install a well that is proposed with 100 feet of a pump chamber to the town sewer. 

This well will be in addition to Town water, a back-up system. Mr. Ketchopulos 

explained the technical aspects of the job to the Board and discussion followed about 

possible added safety features. Mr. Battistelli acknowledged he had prepared for the 

well; but had not yet drilled for the project and there is no guarantee that the well will be 

possible due to salt water infiltration. The Board discussed the possibility of requiring 

testing on a yet to be determined schedule; no current regulation exists. Ms. Whelan 

expressed her concern about the proposed well being constructed close to the pump 

chamber; she validated that the Board had permission to grant a variance for the well. 

The Board agreed to permit the construction of the well with the stipulation added to the 

permit that the well be tested annually with the results reported to the Board.  

Fluoride in Drinking Water: Karen Tysver gave a letter to the Board requesting the immediate 

stoppage of fluoridation to the Town’s drinking water signed by eight residents. She also provided 

additional printed information to the Board on area Town’s work on fluoride removal. She and 

other residents spoke in favor of the removal of fluoride from the Town’s water supply; siting 

various research studies. Printed material is available to the public in the Board of Health office.  

Ms. Whelan clarified that the Board does have the authority to immediately stop the fluoridation of 

the Town’s water. Dr. Sandfield spoke in favor of fluoridation. Dr. Wedmore encouraged the group 

to continue their education process throughout the Town and then to go to Town Meeting with this 

agenda item; it would then be a nonbinding referendum. The Board did not support the immediate 

stoppage of fluoridation.  

Policy Discussion and Decision Regarding Septic Complaints: The Board received a letter of 

complaint from a resident regarding their neighbor’s alleged unpermitted work on the septic system.  

Ms. Whelan presented a diagram of the process for conflict resolution regarding the complaint 

process. She asked for direction and policy clarification from the Board. The Board discussed an 

educational process versus a punishment mode with management of complaints. The Board 

discussed with Ms. Whelan the possibility of doing a site visit. Policy discussion clarified the next 

step to be a letter requesting a written response from the home owner. This item will be discussed at 

the next Board meeting. Further action may include a Title 5 Inspection or other action to be 

determined as the process proceeds.  



 

171 Thatcher Road: The health agent inspected the property today and reported that all of the trash 

has been cleaned up. The complaint has been resolved. The Board decided to charge the resident the 

fee for three additional inspections, $300 but not the daily fine charges of $100 per day.   

59 Main Street: The health agent reported working with the Town attorney regarding the ongoing 

health and safety issues on this property.  The on-site manager, hired by the owner, has resigned 

prior to the work being completed. The attorney recommended requesting a court ordered 

receivership on the property. The Board is in agreement with this plan.  

Trash Barrels for Take-out Food Establishments: Mr. Meringer reported significant problems on 

Bearskin Neck on Mother’s Day weekend with trash accumulation. The health agent spoke with the 

DPW Director who agreed that their summer trash removal schedule had not begun yet for the 

season. From Memorial Day to Labor Day, the public barrels on Bearskin Neck are picked up daily. 

Laura Osmond will be distributing the current regulation which requires food establishments to 

have a trash barrel available for customers. The Board considered several options to improve the 

current regulation, including requiring the food establishments to demonstrate proof of a trash 

removal system and implementing fees to cover the cost to the Town for removing all of the trash 

on Bearskin Neck. The Board decided to change the existing regulation as it pertains to restaurants 

whose primary business is “take-out” food to foot traffic. These establishments will be responsible 

for providing and maintaining a trash barrel of at least 30 gallons outside their establishment.   

Rockport Inn and Suites: The health agent inspected the pool and reported ongoing problems with 

the combined chlorine levels. This has become a chronic problem; the owners currently rely on 

open windows in the pool area to improve ventilation and the customers close those windows. The 

health agent drafted a letter requiring the owner’s to develop a plan of correction which would then 

be reviewed by a consultant hired by the Board of Health and paid for by Rockport Inn and Suites. 

The Board supported this action and requested a three week time frame for the owner to develop a 

plan of correction. The letter will begin a dialogue with the property owners regarding the ongoing 

combined chlorine problems. The Board plans to obtain additional information on the ventilation 

systems used by other operators of year round pools in the Cape Ann area.  

Mass in Motion Municipal Wellness and Leadership Initiative: Mr. Vieira reported that the 

Town Administrator had met with Noreen Burke and due to the timeliness of the deadline, has 

signed off on this application. No action from the Board of Health is needed at this time. 

Health Department Staffing: Mr. Vieira reported the Town is planning to combine the Health 

Department, Conservation Commission and Information Systems and Technology department’s 

administrative assistant hours to develop one benefitted full-time position. The candidate will have 

strong demonstrated customer service and multi-tasking skills.    

Beach Sampling – Bio Marine: Currently, Bio Marine runs the samples for the Rockport beaches. 

This company charges an additional $40 per day to collect the samples at all of the beaches. The 

Town’s beaches are sampled monthly, except for Front and Back beach which are done weekly. 

Options for collecting samples were discussed and the Chair agreed to allow Bio Marine to collect 

the samples. Dr. Wedmore clarified that currently signs are posted on Front, Back, and Long Beach 

to forbid swimming on those beaches after heavy rains. Currently Rockport has some of the cleanest 

beaches in the state and this asset should be promoted. The health agent reported receiving a memo 

from the state regarding new regulations allowing a second sample to be drawn prior to closing a 

beach. Dr. Wedmore does not agree with this change as it applies to Front Beach and Long Beach.  



 

Health Agent Working with Assistant to the Town Administrator: Mr. Vieira reported this new 

system is working well; he had assisted in the preparation of this meeting’s agenda. Dr. Wedmore 

agreed that the positive changes were apparent at this meeting.  

Review Health Agent Monthly Update:  

1. 5 Penryn Way: The owner is requesting permission to install an outdoor shower on the 

garage. Currently the regulation limits the number of bedrooms but not the number of 

bathrooms on a property with a septic system. The Board originally denied a request for 

plumbing in the garage. The health agent was directed to deny this request but allow the 

owner permission to come before the Board to discuss it further.  

Meeting Adjourned 9:10 p.m. 

 


